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Abstract

Background and Aim: Today, more than 350 species of sharks are known in world waters. More than 60
species of sharks are recorded in the waters of the Persian Gulf and the Sea of Oman. Statistics show that Iran is
one of the countries that has suffered the most damage from shark attacks on people and divers. The aim of this
study was to determine the frequency of trauma caused by shark attacks in the Persian Gulf, the quality of injuries
and ways to help and treat the injured.

Methods: In order to collect data for the present descriptive study, the data available in reputable marine
centers in the Hormozgan province was used. Unstructured interviews were conducted with a number of divers
and medical staff on the shores of the Persian Gulf. Divers and people who encountered sharks in the Persian Gulf
region also received information about sharks and their attacks. To prepare statistics on shark attacks in the Persian
Gulf from 2001 to 2011, referring to the National Center for Persian Gulf Studies and the Fisheries Research
Center in southern Iran was done.

Results: From 2001 to 2011, about 85 shark attacks occurred in the Persian Gulf, of which 12 resulted in
death. The age of the victims of shark attacks was mostly between 20-30 years. Statistically, the most attacked
sharks were tiger sharks, leopard sharks, cow sharks, bignose sharks and white sharks. Invaders shark in the
Persian Gulf region were 2 meters or more in length. Sharks attack in the Persian Gulf region have occurred mostly
at a depth of 0-2 meters and in waters that had a temperature between 15-17 degrees Celsius. To rescue people
who have been harmed by a shark attack; prevention of bleeding and use of artificial respiration in case of
respiratory failure, rapid delivery of the injured to the hospital, rapid injection of blood or plasma and regular
monitoring of pulse and blood pressure, immobilization and avoid drinking any liquid is recommended.

Conclusion: The present study showed that shark attacks in the Persian Gulf are a potential threat to divers
and sailors. Therefore, it is very important to identify the types of sharks in this area and also to provide rescue
and treatment strategies for the injured.
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